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The Taizé European Youth Meeting 2016 which was held in the city and region of Riga (Latvia) and which was 

attended by around 15 000 young people from Europe and other continents has already gone down in history. In 

Jelgava, the Latvian and Russian Baptist and Catholic congregations together hosted more than 450 pilgrims. 

Although the time we spent together was only five days, the touch of mutual friendship between the organizers, host 

families and guests and God's love will continue, and this is the reason why we have published this newspaper. 

 

Again briefly on Taizé. The Community was formed in the forties of the last century in the village of Taizé in 

France. At the beginning, during the Second World War, refugees were hosted there. Seven brothers and the 

founder of the community Brother Roger decided to commit themselves to lifelong celibacy and life together in 

great simplicity. Gradually young people began coming in ever-larger numbers to the village, and Brothers realized 

that they must develop this ministry. The number of young people who visit Taizé community in France increases 

with each year, and now each week this community welcomes about 6000 people, mostly young adults, from all 

parts of the world. The Community has become international, and during their weekly meetings, every continent is 

represented. Every year, several youth meetings in different parts of the world take place, as well as the "pilgrimage 

of trust" at the end of each year is arranged in one of the large cities of Europe. This time, the 39th "pilgrimage of 

trust" came to Riga. 

Currently the Taizé community is composed of more than one hundred brothers, coming from thirty different 

nations - both Catholics and Protestants. There are brothers who live in fraternities in other continents. The 

community is witness that there can be peace between the divided Christians of different traditions and nationalities. 

Brother Alois, prior of the Taizé Community, says that young people are accepted by the community for exactly 

who they are – accepted without conditions, like God accepts us. God accepts the one who knows how to pray very 

well, but also the one who, perhaps, does not pray much. We must always keep the door open so that everyone can 

come and start his new life. It is important to be with the young people together, no matter how far they are in their 

faith. He adds that they do not want to keep young people with them, but want them to go and be a powerful 

example of how they live out their values of peacemaking and reconciliation in their family and society. 



Taizé Riga dropped as a snow 

on my head. In the day when 

Taizé messengers Xiaoxia (or as 

we usually called her - Shosha) 

and Ieva came to our church I 

was at driving school and about 

this visit I found out from my 

friend Roman. Than was a call 

from our pastor Victor, who told 

me that I should be at the Taizé 

meeting at the very end of 

November. That was the 

beginning.  

At the very beginning there were 

only few people who wanted to 

receive Taizé youngsters in their 

homes and some half of month 

there were a lot of people who 

didn’t have their host families. 

But thank God all turned very 

well and it seems that there were 

no youngster who didn’t have a 

host family or host church. 

As a Taizé organizer I was at 

first time and I should learn a lot. 

Thank God that in our team was 

such a hardened Taizé 

participant as Mairita, whose 

experience helped us to cope 

with Taizé stuff.  

The main responsibility in 

connection with Taizé was to 

welcome the youth. I have done 

it together with the other faithful 

„Musketeers”: Roman, Raitis 

and Ivars. Our „recruitment 

point” received the youth by 

portions. I had a contact with 

each of 158 youngsters who 

came to Jelgava’s baptists. I 

fixed them into lists which still 

are kept by me. We separated 

youngsters by host families. 

Youngsters who didn’t receive a 

host family were provided with 

accommodation in one of two 

Baptist churches. 

One of the biggest blessings, 

which were gained through Taizé 

meeting, was that it was possible 

to make quite a tight cooperation 

between Jelgava Baptist church 

(latvian speaking community) 

and Jelgava Baptist Russian 

church. In spite that both 

churches are neighbors, the 

cooperation between them until 

Taizé was weak. May God give 

that also after Taizé these 

churches would cooperate 

further! My church (Jelgava 

Baptist russian church) has an 

estate near Dobele. Last year we 

started (more correct – 

continued, only before it was in 

another estate) to make Christian 

camps for children in this estate. 

I have an idea in my mind that 

we could make here international 

Christian camps for youth and 

there we could invite youngsters 

from Taizé. If God will give a 

green light for that, it would be 

very good if both Latvian and 

Russian churches would 

cooperate. It would be not only 

financially more beneficial, but it 

helped more people to reach the 

Gospel.  

Personally I liked this Taizé 

meeting very much. When it 

ended it was even sad that youth 

has gone. These meeting let me 

feel important and evaluated, 

what could not always been 

expected from my own church. It 

was nice to talk with a lot of 

Taizé youngsters especially with 

the beautiful Taizé young ladies. 

At the end of this year I want to 

go to the next Taizé meeting in 

Basel Switzerland. 

I think that Christians must be 

united and it doesn’t matter if he 

or she is from baptist, catholic, 

orthodox, uniate or other 

confession. The most important 

thing is that these person follows 

Jesus and The Lord will lead him 

or her were and how it will be 

necessary either to the 

understanding of sin and 

repentance either to the right 

understanding of God. 

Unfortunately there are people 

who see a threat in Christian 

unity and instead, to strengthen 

co-operation and to different 

Christians "go straight" through 

the narrow road, are leaving 

them aside. 

 

Taizé meeting is a very good 

chance to advertise Latvia. In 

this case we were the 

advertisement of Jelgava. I have 

recently received a messaging 

from one Lithuanian girl who 

was going to Estonia. She wrote 

that she saw a sign of Jelgava 

and that she has great memories 

about our city. One girl from 

Germany wrote me that we were 

the best parish they have ever 

had. It is very nice! Thank God 

for that! 

 

I have a great joy about this 

Taizé meeting. The biggest 

thank, of course, goes to the 

God, without His help there 

would be neither us nor Taizé at 

all. I want to thank the main 

organizers (Taizé brothers and 

volunteers), especially Xiaoxia 

and Hana. Of course I am 

thankful to all the guests who did 

longer or shorter way to get to 

Latvia. And to the host families, 

which received youth. And, of 

course, we are thankful to the 

Jelgava City Council’s financial 

support. Without it the New Year 

celebrating would be lowlier. At 

last thanks to all plodders who 

together with me helped to 

organize this marvellous event in 

Jelgava. 

 

May God bless the next Taizé 

meeting in Basel! May God’s 

mercy be with all of you! 

 

Rahim (Jelgava) 

 

Taize was the most amazing, 

fascinating, calming experience 
I ever had in my life, and I can 

use just good words about it, 

because that time was magical. 

The people I met were wonderful 

too. 



I'm so grateful to the Jelgava Baptist church because 

they make me feel like I am the member of that giant, 

friendly family, who is caring of each other. They are 

great people and I'm thanking God, that I met them. 

And as talking about Taize, it was truly the best time 

I ever had in my life. I think for a first time ever God 

replied to my prayer. Sometimes it is just too many 

voices we hear around and we cannot understand if 

God told us it, or this is just our imagination. But I 

believe, truly, faithfully, from all my heart that it was 

God. Because the connection with Him was so strong, 

He finally listened and replied to my prayer. I never 

felt so close to Him. And I am so thankful for Taize 

brothers, to bringing this event into Latvia, near my 

home country, Lithuania. I hope that one day it will 

be in Lithuania too. And I am already waiting for 

another meeting. God loves us, never forget that! 

Goda (Lithuania) 

 

I could feel the freedom and independence during 

all Taize time. In comparison with the World Youth 

Days the time wasn‘t going so fast. I felt the relaxing 

spirit in of my entire group. We were without any 

stress at all. I was very happy because of possibility 

to live in your parish house all together. I remember 

perfectly few evenings which we had with our hosts 

just talking and singing in Lithuanian in the kitchen. 

The morning groups which we had also were 

interesting, we listened to others people opinions, 

shares about their life. I was praying about one thing 

all the time and I got clarity. The Holy Mass in 

Lithuanian was very refreshing thing for me.  

We always walked in a group (6 – 7 people). I 

realised that we did a care of ourselves too much 

while were waiting each other in every situation. I felt 

really strong community among all of us. I 

understood how much I love my community, how 

much I love these people separately and all together. 

My love is different to them than to my friends. It is 

like family‘s love. I love them like my brothers. I 

really liked walking by foot and Old City of Riga. In 

my opinion, Riga is nice city especially in the winter.  

The most important thing happened at New Year 

night. The hugs, a lot of hugs I got from everybody! I 

can‘t explain why but the hugs are really important 

for me this time. The strong hugs which I got during 

New Year night were the best in all my life.  It came 

from my brothers! I often ask Jesus to hug me so 

strongly how much he only one can do it. I got these 

hugs from you that night. I ask Jesus bless you, my 

and your community, all people whom we met during 

the Taize event. 

 

Eleonora (Lithuania) 

 

 

Before I start to write, I'd like to tell that it was my 

first time in Riga and also the first time in Taizé. 

So, first of all I liked that there were people from a lot 

of different countries and their own Christian 

denominations. It was very interesting to meet other 

Christians. I loved the prayer meetings, because I felt 

a strong connection with all the people, since we all 

have the same God. And it was beautiful to hear some 

foreigners singing in Lithuanian, even though they 

probably didn't understand a word. I liked the groups 

too. It was so nice to tell people from other countries 

about my life and to hear about theirs. 

Also I was feeling God's presence all the time. I 

realized how much He loves me and how much He 

loves each person in this world. When I'm tired I 

often get very sick, but this time I didn't, although I 

was exhausted in the evenings. I thank Jesus for it, 

because I know He was protecting me. 

The event was very well organised. The food was 

very good and the maps were very clear. I'm planning 

to go to Taizé in France this summer. 

 

Ieva (Lithuania) 

 

I liked it very, very much! In these days I met new 

people. We together with brothers from parish and 

youth spent a wonderful time. It was a good 

experience and I hope that in the nearest future there 

will be a possibility to take a part in such a grandiose 

event one more time. 

 

Roman (Misa, Latvia) 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 



When on 28 December 2016 at 

11 a.m. the first bus with the 

Taizé participants arrived, I 

met the Russian Baptist church 

deacon Peter, who was very 

worried about the risk of an 

offence towards church if among 

the expected visitors were sexual 

minorities from Europe... I asked 

him to calm down and to tell 

more in detail about these 158 

guests which are currently 

expected after the event. At that 

moment the streams were 

approaching. I heard that the 

young women are Ukrainian. I 

was glad to see how the deacon's 

face changed when surrounded 

by happy, smiling Ukrainian 

girls. The pastor Viktors 

Abramovs turned with a sincere 

speech to all the arrivals, 

especially in welcoming those 

who understand Russian and 

Ukrainian languages. Of course, 

the prejudices vanished instantly, 

as before their eyes stood the 

young generation of Christians. 

     Our church office building 

repair was carried out in great 

haste to ensure that the bathroom 

would be in order. But only at 

11:00 a.m., just out of the store a 

toilet bowl was hastily brought 

in ... then a sink and a package of 

shower equipment arrived ... The 

German and Croatian youngsters 

sadly stared at the instruments 

pile that lay on the floor ... 

Everyone wanted to eat! Quickly 

I picked up 4 German and 7 

Croatian pilgrims and hurried to 

the bistro "Silva", where the 

cook at the counter quickly got 

along with young people, and 

soon everyone was completely 

satisfied with the delicious food 

and affordable prices. We 

glanced at the sculpture “Jelgava 

Student”, crossed the Mitavas 

pedestrian bridge, and went by 

lift to the Trinity Church tower 

to view the town. The day was 

warm, sunny and everyone was 

happy. The greatest "hurray!" 

was exclaimed with joy when 

entering the bathroom were 

everything was totally screwed, 

completed and equipped with all 

the necessary things. It turns out 

that the pilgrims had spent 3 

days without a shower. 

     Two architects, a journalist 

and a teacher from Croatia 

stayed in the office. The 

journalist Martin met with 

Gaitis, the journalist from 

"Zemgale News", exchanging 

intelligent questions and 

answers. The four girls from 

Kaunas also made themselves 

thoroughly at home. One girl 

who was a vegan had taken with 

her the necessary specific 

products, which were packed in 

Lithuania. One of the girls asked 

whether they really will sleep in 

the office of the church and how 

there can be a single bed, where 

she was just sleeping. I explained 

that sometimes there is staying 

the pastor who comes here from 

other town after the worship and 

sleeps here at night. The girl 

jumped up and began to laugh 

hysterically - I slept in the 

pastor`s bed!!! I thought: 

Catholic priests live in celibacy. 

Do not expect, my girl that you 

will ever happen to sleep in the 

bed where a priest sleeps. 

     Since the weather was 

unusually warm, the New Year's 

Eve performances of different 

nationalities took place in a 

green meadow at the church in 

the spotlight. We watched the 

New Year's Eve fireworks 

shooting in the air our own made 

25 rockets, ate bacon pies and 

biscuits and drank hot tea in 

front of warm fireplace. The 

visitors were struck by extremely 

large and expensive private 

fireworks, which lasted long 

after midnight. One of the boys 

watched as I drank hot juice 

drinks and complained that it is 

too weak - no wine added. I 

explained to him that Baptists do 

not use wine, but when I added 

that Baptists also do not smoke, 

and then I saw exclamation of 

"wow" in his face. At 2 a.m. it 

was +7 degrees warm. Even in 

midsummer at night it does not 

happen so often. The hosts with 

the guests together danced 

polonaise, mazurka and 

„sudmalinas” and sang different 

national songs. All of us were 

invited to Basel for next year's 

Taize meeting by a group of 

young people who spoke 

convoluted German dialect, but 

sang popular German songs. 

     The New Year's Eve meal 

was arranged in a typical Latvian 

style - stodgy, not subtle - 

everybody ate meatballs with 

sauerkraut and potatoes with 

skins. We were different –some 

of us avoided eating cabbage, 

some of us ignored pork 

meatballs, some of us ate no 

potato, some of us asked to pass 

some more. I observed that the 

parish members who were left 

alone as their children and 

grandchildren had not come with 

them from England or Ireland, 

were kindly invited to participate 

in the festive lunch, and photos 

of happy young people were 

taken. Perhaps, we were visited 

by angels ...?  

     Many big thanks to the 

Society Integration Foundation 

and Jelgava City Council, which 

financially supported the running 

of the event! 

 

Aina (Jelgava) 

 



We live in a one-room apartment in 

khrushchyovka (Soviet type apartment), so we 

realized that it would be impossible to give 

accommodation to somebody at the end of the year. 

On Sunday, after the service, one sister of our parish 

said that she wanted to give accommodation to 

several guests, but she with her family would not be 

in Latvia at that time. As a result, we agreed that we 

would watch over the house, feed the dogs and fish, 

and will accommodate the pilgrims. So at the end of 

December, our family had a possibility to give shelter 

to six pilgrims. We ourselves were visitors and 

welcomed guests. 

The time spent together was really wonderful! We 

talked for a long time after their arrival home in the 

evenings; we played Ligretto and prayed together. In 

our opinion, it was something beautiful and nice. 

There were four girls from Germany and a married 

couple from Romania. It was so interesting to see the 

cultural differences. For example, the Romanian 

George said that Matera Street is like a highway in 

Romania - so wide and long. At the same time the 

German girls while driving along the highway to 

Liepaja asked where we have highways in Latvia. 

We had the opportunity to show Jelgava and to two of 

the girls - also Ložmetējkalns and Tīreļi bog as they 

stayed with us one more day from Sunday to Monday 

(this time in the 1-room apartment, and it was quite 

good). The girls said that this was the first time when 

participating in the Taizé event they have received so 

much hospitality and care for them. It was a nice 

compliment, confirming that by giving love you get 

in return much more. We are still in touch and 

perhaps one day we ourselves will visit them, or they 

will visit us in summer.  

 

Aija and Raitis (Jelgava) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

We are a little group of Germans, who stayed 

during the Taizé meeting in Riga in your beautiful 

city.  

Now we are back in our families and we want to say 

thank you for the great hospitality that we were 

allowed to experience in Jelgava.  

We all had the pleasure to spend our time in host-

families. We never expected such a warm welcome 

and the extraordinary kindness of the families! They 

told us a lot about the history of Latvia and showed us 

Jelgava. We were really sad, when we had to leave.

  

During our stay, we spent the mornings in our parish. 

We started with a common prayer and after that, we 

had small groups to discuss social problems and to 

get to know each other. In these small groups there 

were people from different nations and so new 

friendships between young people from whole 

Europe were connected. At noon, we took the bus and 

drove to Riga. There we went to a church for another 

prayer and after that we visited different workshops 



or went sightseeing. In the evening we met nearly all 

the pilgrims at Kipsala. There we had dinner and the 

evening prayer. After that, we took the bus and went 

home to Jelgava. Back at our families we enjoyed the 

common time by interesting conversations or playing 

a game before we went to bed. 

We heard that the government from Jelgava was 

supporting our parish. Thank you very much for this 

support! We really enjoyed the New Year celebration 

with our host families and the other young people! 

We will keep this time forever in our hearts!! And 

again a big thanks you to all your inhabitants!! 

 

With kind regards, 

David, Franziska, Lea, Lukas, Markus, Mercedes, 

Pia, Rebecca und Sara (Germany) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

I enjoyed it very much. It was cozy and simple. I 

discovered God from another perspective. I am a 

Greek Catholic and I understand that God is when 

there is love. In Riga, I experienced love and care. 

Thank you!  

 

Mykhalo (Ukraine) 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



When I heard about the Taizé 
event for the first time, I felt the 

call of the Spirit of God to get 

involved. Initially, the idea of 

receiving guests in my small 

one-room apartment seemed 

quite unreal. It always happens 

like this: God speaks to our 

hearts, but then the "father of 

lies" appears and urges to think 

rationally satisfying your EGO: 

the apartment is too small, you 

really cannot get into the event 

with because of your own 

agenda, it is not known what 

kind of people they will turn out 

to be, the flat needs repair, and 

so on.  

     Each such situation is a 

challenge and a lesson to our 

trust in God's guidance and a 

step in our spiritual growth. 

Already for quite a long time I 

have understood that if I get 

engaged in thinking "I should do 

this and that," I am a looser, 

because everything remains at 

the level of good intentions. In 

order to fulfil the call of God's 

Spirit, action is needed. I prayed 

God for receiving the necessary 

conditions from Him, to be able 

to practically realize this idea, 

and got encouragement: "Take 

action, I will do the rest!" At first 

I thought that I will host one 

person. Then I learned that it is 

necessary to host at least two 

guests. I made the decision: 

where there is one person, there 

will be enough place for two 

persons. 

When I experienced the 

wonderful fellowship with my 

visitors - a monastery sister 

Elzbieta and novice Agnieszka 

from Poland I realized that 

square meters do not matter 

because the warmth of heart 

cannot be measured neither in 

meters,nor in kilograms. Where 

there is space enough for two, 

you could also find space for 

four. It was a new and 

encouraging experience. 

Immediately a good contact was 

formed with the visitors. 

Although our conversational 

languages differed (I 

communicated in Russian, but 

Elżbieta – in English), there was 

no problem, because it is 

possible to understand many 

things without words. I really 

felt the call to do everything 

what is needed to make the two 

sisters in Christ feel at home. It 

is a wonderful feeling to be able 

to share with strangers above all 

that I have. The Word of God 

says that is more blessed to give 

than to receive. God himself 

showed an example for us by 

scarifying the dearest - His Son 

so that we might receive 

salvation. Our sacrifice though is 

not so dramatically, but 

everything we do for our fellow 

human beings, we are doing for 

Christ. Our poet Rainis said: 

"You can gain from taking. You 

can gain from giving. Gain from 

giving remains forever.”I really 

felt this special pleasure from 

giving and I even do not know 

who got more satisfaction- giver 

or beneficiary. 

One brother asked: "You had to 

spend some money for this 

event, didn`t you?”  I was a little 

stunned, because at that time I 

realized that I had not even 

thought on this. It was a 

testimony that God gives all the 

necessary resources if we 

respond to His call. More 

generally: the more in my life 

comes giving and sharing, the 

more God blesses in all sorts of 

ways: mentally, spiritually and 

materially. 

At some point, I finally realised 

that that this was the greatest 

year-end, which I have ever 

experienced. Negotiations with 

the guests, sharing and 

fellowship meal, simple and 

spiritually-filled prayer and 

worship mornings, New Year's 

Eve event in the church together 

with many young people - it 

gave a special blessing to this 

time. They were only four days 

together, but they made us so 

close to each other that the 

visitors when they left took a 

part of my heart together with 

them. 

This was a wonderful 

opportunity to get acquainted 

with the faith experience of other 

people and to realize that, in 

spite of denominational 

differences, God the Father, God 

the Son and the Holy Spirit is 

common and uniform. Elzbieta 

testified both about how moved 

she was about the care and 

sharing in everything, as well as 

how compelling was the 

testimony of my faith. Also her 

worship experiences made her 

conclude that not the rituals or 

some specific attributes are the 

decisive factors in our faith, but 

of the most importance is our 

heart simplicity and reliance on 

the Lord. I am grateful to God 

for this wonderful experience 

and blessed time spent! 

 

Ainars (Jelgava) 

 

 

Thank you for your warm 

words! It's true; when we give 

disinterestedly we receive much 

more. You give me, us 

disinterestedly your open heart. 

I'm still thinking about days that 

we spend in Latvia, especially in 

Jelgava. I had information about 

protestant church, same 

experience of prayers but now I 

admire yours simplicity. It is 

very important to meet Jesus in 

ordinary live, without special 

places, dresses or difficult rites. 

Yesterday when I meditated the 

Gospel of John 1, 36 I read And 

looking at Jesus while he was



walking he said, See, there is the Lamb of God! It is 

amazing Jesus is walking in my daily live, He is 

present in my job, relation which I have, whole my 

mission, in what I have to do. He is. With simplicity 

and love. I need just to follow Him. He is my Lord 

and Saviour, I chose Him, He gives the sense to my 

live, and in the same time I forget about Him, I don't 

see He in each moment of day. I forget to ask Him 

what He would do in me situation. You in your 

Baptist church have something like this - to see Jesus 

in ordinary live without such big liturgy, rites, and 

forms. This is what I would like to learn from you. 

You are a part of this my experience. Bless be the 

Lord that send us to your house! Agnieszka was 

writing a testimony about meeting in Latvia, and she 

written that was very important yours testimony - you 

did not know us, but you share with us all you have. I 

agree with her! 

It's difficult to express all my impressions and fillings 

even in Polish language much more in English! 

I wish you that you recognize Jesus passing by your 

live and calling you to follow him. 

 

With prayer sister Elzbieta (Poland) 
 

When I first heard that Taize will be held in 

Latvia I thought: oh, cool! But in Riga... We could 

open doors of our house, but transportation of 

participants from Jelgava to Riga would be hard. It 

was my silent prayer. After some time our church 

welcomed Taize participants in Jelgava. Glory to God 

for that! Together with my husband we agreed to to 

fit up one room for four the guests. It was a real 

number: there would be enough space for all of us at 

breakfast table, a possibility to bring the guests to and 

from church as well as provide all of us with a warm 

shower.  

At the morning of 28th December we received a pack 

of food. It was a gift from God in special time. In the 

afternoon we received our three Ukrainian boys: 

Bohdan, Anatoliy and Yosip. Quite tired after long 

trip but still smiling, talkative, open and very 

thankful. My husband had a telephone call with a 

request to take a young man from Lithuania. He 

called from church and told me: “Listen, they are here 

like in herring barrel. Maybe we can accommodate 

someone from them in a living room?” I answered: 

“Yes we can but better girls”. So my husband came 

home with Lithuanians: Jozuas, Kristina and Simona. 

Our children were happy except our eldest son 

Timotejs (5 years) who was a little sad because he 

don’t understood what they are talking about. 

Guests were very understanding when we told that 

there is possibility to take a shower only for three 

person one by one, so they made a decision by 

themselves who of them will take a shower in the 

morning  but who of them – in the evening. There 

was also no problem with the obstacle that there was 

no possibility to lock the door of a bathroom. This 

possibility is removed because of children are tended 

to lock the bathroom door. This obstacle made funny 

situations. 

There were enough places for everybody and there 

were no problems to communicate as well. We spoke 

Russian with Ukrainians and in English with 

Lithuanians. Every evening we met at the tea and 

guests shared their impressions of the day. I was glad 

that the goal for Ukrainian boys was not only to travel 

but a common prayer for peace in Ukraine and further 

guidance of God in their lifes. For Lithuanian girls 

this pilgrimage was a good respite and spiritual 

strengthening after school exams. Ukrainian boys 

actively tried to learn some words in Latvian so they 

would be able to communicate with Timotejs.  

 

 
 

The evening of 31th of December was unrepeatable 

and joyful when we together rang in the New Year 

through the Festival of Nations and said goodbye to 

Lithuanians because they had their own plans for the 

1st of January. 

The breakfast of New Year with Ukrainians was 

special because with them our journey started and 

ended. We enjoyed the lunch and exchanged our 

gifts. It was sad to say goodbye. There was a 

wonderful wish with a gift - the traditional Ukrainian 

wine: „The first wonder of Jesus was when He turned 

water into wine at wedding. May all the changes in 

next year will be for good and may they never end!” 

We made a step in the faith and enjoyed how God is 

good! 

 

In the love of Christ, Ginters family (Jelgava) 

  



I arrived in Jelgava before noon by last bus. The members of the Baptist parish church were still waiting for us, 

offering food and drinks and organising our sending to host families. I really highly appreciate this warm welcome 

and all the parish organisation activities. During the next few days there were beautiful morning prayers expressed 

in ten different languages uttering the words of God. I was very happy to be able to help by doing what I like: 

organising. I really also appreciate the group meetings where I was able to discuss things with Polish, Croatian, 

Ukrainian and Lithuanian youth adults with similar life experiences. I also enjoyed the talks with the parish 

organisers, where tea, biscuit and sandwich gave us strength before going by bus to Riga. I discovered during these 

discussions that the Baptist churches in Latvia are really close to protestant churches which I attended in France. 

And finally - The Festival of Nations outside with warm tea and all the typical Latvian food which was very 

enjoyable, and finishing together with the song "King of kings " is an important memory for me. I spent the first 

part of Sunday morning, and I was grateful because of the ability to sing with the entire parish as I was familiar with 

the tune and the lyrics displayed.  

I want to thank everyone who dares to organise such a big welcome. I am thankful to God that I had a chance to 

participate in this Taize event.  

 

Thomas (France) 

 

 

 
 

 

 

There are four children in our family and being a host was a challenge for us. At the beginning we had a lot of 

doubt. We remembered the time when 10 years ago we went to the Taizé meeting and giving name to our son 

Linards, we thought also of the Swiss peak Linards. Our hosts Verner and Elias were from Switzerland. Verner is 

not a youngster. He has been going to Taizéfor more than 25 years. We have seen our guests very little- at 7.40 a.m. 

in the morning they went away and returned at 9.40 p.m. in the evening. Apparently they participated fully in the 

Taizé program, which was very nice.  

After the departure of our guests, our sons Peter (7 years old) and Druvis (4 years old) conspiratorially claimed that 

they want Verner and Elijah (so we called Elias) to be our dad and that we must live with them! In turn, the son 

Janis, when hearing some Taizé now and then admits that we sang these songs with Verner. Verner played guitar 

and sang these songs at New Year's Eve during the prayer for peace, where we participated with the family. 



Although the effect was only an hour long, our son constantly keeps this event in his memory. Verner also has twins 

–a boy and a girl, just like we. We are pleased that we hosted exactly these guests, as both have the life experience 

and the ability to be patient. Young people could have been much more ambitious and unaccountable. Moreover, we 

also got certain benefits –we pasted wallpapers and cleaned up the house. 

The eldest son Linards got one jacket on the sleeve of which the name of the previous owner – Elias – is written. He 

was glad that God also acts like this. 

Our family was very pleased that we were a host family at the Baptist church. Thank you for your responsiveness 

and the fact that you accepted us, although we do not belong to your church! Arrival, departure, getting off in RAF - 

everything was so well organized! 
 

Anita and Indulis (Jelgava) 

 
 

 
 

 

 

As I live in one-bedroom apartment, one and a half week before the event, I decided to accommodate 3 young 

people in one of the rooms before the event. My apartment is located next to St. John's Church, so close to the 

Baptist church and I hosted 3 Polish girls. I had a good communication with the girls; I trusted them completely and 

left them the apartment key.  We did not spend much time together as I had to work and the Taizé program was 

saturated, but in the evening we met and talked. I work in the tower of the Jelgava St. Trinity church and on Friday 

morning the Catholic Church was visited by the Taizé pilgrims. I also invited the Polish girls. I showed them the 

church and the surrounding area. They liked everything. The only problem – we had too little time.  

On Saturday, together with the girls I went to the Joint Service at the Russian Baptist church, then all together we 

celebrated the New Year and enjoyed performances in the yard of the Baptist church. On Sunday the girls 

themselves asked for permission to cook dinner. I organized the products, and there was a delicious meal. They 

gave me a large bag with Polish delicacies and I gave them the Jelgava souvenirs. We said goodbye with tears in 

our eyes, because the girls really were very sincere. I did all my best to provide them with all the necessary things. I 

promised to visit them in summer.  



What are the benefits of this event?  I felt great joy 

and blessing from the fact that I could host these new 

pilgrims. They were also very happy and grateful 

because at the beginning they were worried about 

living conditions. God so arranged that we met each 

other. I believe that the same relates to the other 

pilgrims - God knows what kind of people must be 

trusted to each other. 

I am the member of the parish of the Jelgava St. 

Anna's Lutheran church and I serve there, but these 

were Catholic girls. They asked me if I am Catholic 

and I told them that I am not. They asked me if we 

celebrate Christmas. Then I explained to them a little 

bit of the main differences. I hope that they enlarge 

their vision and it was very blessed, and they realized 

that we non-Catholics are also the children of God 

and we have so much in common. 

 

 
 

Now after this event, I think that Latvians will be 

much bolder to host the participants of such a big 

event in their families. It is a pity that so many people 

did not use this opportunity, but I am grateful to God 

that, however, I agreed. I was for the first time in the 

Russian Baptist church and, to be frank, before it I 

even did not know anything about this church. 

 

I am glad that I participated in this event, although 

previously I was in doubt. I say a big thank to the 

organizers for their huge, but very special, important 

and blessed work. Thank you that you were not afraid 

of this challenge. May God bless you! 

 

In gratitude,  Vita (Jelgava) 

 

I was not directly familiar with the Taizé 
movement except their lovely songs which were sung 

during worships on Wednesday. When in the mid-

December on TV I heard the news that 8000 expected 

visitors are without lodging, I realized that I must act. 

I Called Aija and applied for 3 English-speaking 

guests. Then everything happened quite naturally. I 

started preparing for this event. I was glad to meet 

three very lovely French girls Agate, Valery and 

Pauline. They gratefully accepted everything I offered 

to them in my modest home. From the very first 

moment we become great friends. We talked a lot 

about ourselves, our countries, our way to God. The 

girls wanted to know, to understand and to taste 

everything. 

With reference to Mairita’s call I got involved in the 

joint New Year's Eve morning and evening prayers 

and even at the action group working meeting! 

Mairita, sincere thanks for that call! This, indeed, 

gave my day new, bright and lively colours! The 

working meeting was held in the Russian Baptist 

church kitchen. One after the other the necessary 

preparatory works and the persons responsible for 

New Year's Eve festivity performance were named. 

Boilers for hot drinks, pies, cookies (decorated with 

large seeds!), electric wires, lights, fireworks, Latvian 

group performance, song sheets ... After receiving my 

tasks, I started happily to perform them.  

Surprisingly all responsible persons performed their 

tasks with a sense of responsibility. The event of the 

New Year celebration turned out to be very beautiful. 

There was no shortage of deep seriousness, when in 

different languages reading the Bible texts, praying 

and praising God, singing simple, resonant, unifying 

Taizé songs. Outside in the parking lot and lawn, 

people sang their national songs, danced and played 

various games. Together with the Polish young 

people we danced the noble polonaise. We danced 

also together with Ukrainians. We were baking potato 

pancakes accompanied by a lovely Lithuanian 

guitarist. German, Swiss, French, Romanian, Croatian 

young people gave their beautiful performances of 

their folk art. Also, we, Latvians gathered a 

considerable amount of people, and our song „My 

sorrow, great sorrow” sounded also powerfully. The 

song "Lord of lords and King of kings" was voiced as 

a beautiful worship and glory to God. 

Time flew until we had to part. We did it so 

unwillingly! Next morning my French young women 

alongside a number of other guests attended our 

church Sunday worship service, which also turned out 

to be a great, spiritually and musically fulfilled event. 

Then there was a farewell lunch with us at home, the 

last conversations, laughter, albums, chatting, 



exchanging gifts and e-mail addresses ... Singing of 

French songs all the way from Lidotaju street 22 up 

to Matera street 54 ... Embrace and calls for a visit to 

France-Lyon and Montpellier ... Who knows; Never 

say never! So I thought and I said it at the moment. 

The parting time was sad. But above all-the joy for 

God's love, His delicate, bright and invigorating 

touch, felt not only by my husband Andris and me, 

but, no doubt, by everyone who participated in the 

reception of foreign guests. They arrived to us as 

angels, shone on all of us, making us happier and 

better people. They came to us with love which is 

beyond the borders of knowledge and denominations. 

And also it allowed us to flourish in a simple, sincere 

and true love.  

Let`s not lose but multiply this love! 

 

Guna  (Jelgava) 

 

 
 

 

How to put in words my profound gratitude for all 

the things I experienced during Taize meeting in 

Riga! First, I want to thank from deep of my heart to 

the family that hosted us with a beautiful generosity. I 

feel so blessed! 

We spent a special time with our marvellous Guna, 

his husband Andris and their lovely and funny little 

dog. Every morning we woke up in a hurry (due to a 

difficulty to leave bed early!) but after that we were 

so happy, because we had some special and delicious 

food for our breakfast before we were going to the 

Taize meeting. And I think if we were ten, it would 

have been enough to satisfy everybody!  

We spent some beautiful time with Guna talking 

about life in Latvia, her family and children, about the 

culture and also about a faith of Latvians... In this 

regard, I would like to reveal what touched me a lot: 

Guna told us her life story and struggle for her faith 

she had to experience. We couldn’t imagine it, and 

were so touched, because it gave us an example for 

the rest of our life. Indeed, it is difficult for us to 

imagine that you can’t practice your faith freely, and 

we know that a lot of many Christian people are still 

in this situation. 

 

 
 

In our country nowadays it’s also not easy to practice 

your faith, because of atheism which implicitly 

propagates not to share your faith and practice it 

privately and also because of religious extremism 

which gives a very bad impression of the religion. I 

hope that if some when in my life I’ll face some 

problems to declare my faith and to say „Yes, I am a 

believer in Jesus Christ” I could remember in this 

moment the story of Guna and her example gives me 

strength and courage to never be silent. 

     At he last day, before a fantastic meal in their 

living-room to celebrate the first day of the New Year 

and our last meeting, we participated in the service in 

the lovely Latvian Baptist church and it was beautiful 

to discover it, because all three of us are Catholics. It 

was a special act of the Spirit of Taize, because we 

really experienced the unity in the diversity in reality! 

Yes, The Holy Spirit was with us, like the in the last 

evening with all the family and people of Jelgava 

hosted all the young European Christians with a lot of 

joy, laugh, special meal, traditional songs, and 

fantastic fireworks! All these things they did in 

unique way to make us happy. It is difficult to express 

in words how generous Latvians are! 

     I’d like to thank to all the Latvians who 

participated in Taize meeting and especially to 

Jelgava people: a big, big thanks from me and… from 

God, because I am sure that your generosity , your 

love, your courage, your faith in Jesus and his 

honouring with your mobilization for us, touched 

Him a lot. I can imagine the tears of joy of our Lord 

seeing all these different Christians all together, 

dancing together, singing together, laughing together 

and praying together, in peace and light. It’s like a 

foretaste of the Heavenly Jerusalem, isn’t it?! 



„The Kingdom of God is justice and peace, and joy in 

the Holy Spirit, come Lord and open in us the gates of 

your Kingdom.” 

 

Agathe (France) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

When listening to the Latvian Christian radio, I 

heard the message about the Taizé youth meeting in 

Riga. In my depth of heart I really wanted to become 

a host family, but it seemed that there are too many 

obstacles: far from Riga – near the Lithuanian border, 

a very old country house, the language barrier, my 

husband in the hospital. .. But then, in the situation 

when for 7 thousand pilgrims there were no hosts, I 

agreed with my husband to be hosts to our guests. As 

it was necessary to transport our guests by our car, we 

could be hosts for four persons. I was very happy that 

I was able to do it! For the first time in my life I 

experienced such a nice and fulfilled New Year! 

I am Catholic and I was in a Baptist church for the 

first time. I sat down and waited for my young 

people. Excitement was very great. When the 

pilgrims entered the church, my eyes fell on one guy 

wearing dreadlocks in his hair. What a nice guy! God  

 
 

heard my voice and he and his friends came to us! As 

I live in Eleja, for the first 3 hours of our meeting we 

went sightseeing. I took my guests to the castle and 

the promenade. They were Polish youngsters - two 

brothers and one sister lived in Brussels, but the other 

two young people were from Poland.  There were 

language barriers, but, once again, I made sure that 

love does not require the knowledge of languages. 

 

 
 

Every morning I made breakfast, then we got in the 

car and the young people went to the church, but I – 

to my workplace.  In the evening we together 

returned home.  It was a pity that everything was in 

dark and the visitors did not see our beautiful Latvian 

countryside. But the young people were fully 

committed to come to visit us in the summer! On 30 

December we celebrated Maryssa’s birthday – she 

became 17 years old. We celebrated it with a cake 

and candle firework. But the most important event 

which took place on 30 December was when Victor, a 

medical student, made a marriage proposal to Olga, 

who was living and studying in Brussels. So we had a 

double celebration. What a beautiful holiday! When 

parting, our guests invited us to the wedding about 

which will be specifically notified.  

The New Year also came in with surprises: a little 

after midnight in our barn the sheep, which during the  



 
 

 
 

Christmas had been in lively Bethlehem, gave birth to 

lambs.  The young people were so delighted! One 

lamb was very teeny and the youngsters fed it with 

the bottle in the room. So until the morning dawn we 

were busy with these procedures. The guests had the 

opportunity to see Latvian sheep with lambs, rabbits, 

pigs, turkeys, chickens, bulls, ducks, cats and dogs. It 

was a real rural enchantment, and the dishes were 

mainly made from the farm grown products. Every 

evening the guests got warm dishes. When leaving, 

the young people had tears in their eyes. They said a 

big thank to us and claimed that they had never eaten 

such delicious dishes. They expressed hope to meet 

us and invited us to visit Poland and Brussels.  

Many thanks for the angels! I know that never in my 

life I will experience something like this! 

 

Sarmīte and Ivars (Jelgava District) 

 

 

My three Taizé bus pilgrimages to the European 

cities Lisbon, Milan and Zagreb are connected, first 

of all, with an acceptance of a person. Even if 

according to my perceptions this person is far from 

God. I remember that during my first pilgrimage to 

Portugal, at the beginning, I was disappointed that not 

all young people are in harmony with my idea of 

holiness. I began in my thoughts to sort these people 

until I opened the Bible which I had taken with me 

and came across the place where God said to me very 

clearly, “Accept other believers who are weak in 

faith, and don't argue with them about what they 

think is right or wrong... “(Romans 14:1), and “Let no 

one despise thy youth, but be a model of the believers, 

in word, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity.” 

(Timothy 4: 12). Since that time I got freedom in this 

matter. 

    Secondly, I got a broader look on other countries 

and peoples, their cultural differences. Living in a 

host family gives a wonderful opportunity through the 

family (not the tourist pamphlet) experience the 

country and the people. 

    Thirdly, these pilgrimages are associated with 

unconditional love, I experienced during the Taizé 

prayer time. It is this freedom, according to which, in 

spite of the internal state, questions, doubts, language 

and denominational differences, you are called to be 

at the presence of God's love, together with other 

people, and feel as one big family. You are called to 

common prayer and songs in love language. Then 

complete strangers become your neighbours, giving 

everything you need to feel welcome in their house 

and country. 

     Having received so much love and positive 

impressions during my pilgrimages, I really wanted to 

be a giver. However, seeing together tens of 



thousands of young people, a dream that the event of 

Taizé could take place in Latvia seemed unreal ... 

   Right from the first moment when I heard about the 

European Taizé youth meeting in Riga, I decided to 

apply for a volunteer. I could not believe that young 

people will be taken at homes also by my church. I 

was ready to go to Riga to help them. The call to the 

Jelgava residents to open their hearts and homes to 

young people was expressed, but at first different 

"but" appeared. However, I was encouraged by my 

mum. We decided to accommodate two guests in a 

separate room. But then, one day before the event, I 

felt the touch of God's love. I was ready to allow 

using my room and bed to two more guests! As a 

result, two pedagogy students from Poland, a 

journalist from France and a Swiss physiotherapist 

lived together with our family.  

 

 
 

We met for breakfast and together with the other 150 

guests during the morning prayer in the Russian 

Baptist church. Also, late in the evening, for a long 

time we sat at a table and talked. I felt that we share 

thoughts on ecumenism, as well as we discussed the 

challenges of modern life, such as feminism. In 

particular, I remember the New Year's night, when 

negotiations lasted until 4 a.m., even though we were 

already tired and had to get up at 7 a.m. When during 

the New Year's morning worship service, "Laudate 

omnes gentes", performed by the Taizé youngsters 

sounded in my church, I was happy. Really I hope 

this is a small reflection of the heavenly choir when 

everyone will praise the Lord in one language. 

    Simplicity, unity, love, trust. These imperceptible, 

but through action possible to be experienced things, 

often lacking in everyday life, became real. Nothing 

could be scheduled, as everything happened at the last 

moment and the best. While meeting the guests in the 

church, we felt that we were "on the same wave 

length." When meeting the Baptist teammates 

involved in organizing the event, I saw that their 

faces were happy and their eyes - "shining". Even the 

persons, who before the event were chilly and 

restrained, now were "fully inside the event".  

Only gradually I am realizing that God in His ability 

to do impossible things has sent the Taizé meeting to 

me - my home and in the church. So I can drink from 

this source of love and continue my way. The dream 

of Lisbon which had seemed unreal has come true. 

God is love.  

I am aware that the basis of the meeting is perpetual 

prayers of Taize brothers. Therefore I’d like to thank 

God for their call. These four pilgrimages will always 

remain in my heart as a reminder that the 

unconditional love here on earth is possible, and that 

this love is my true desire.  

 

Mairita (Jelgava) 

 

My five days in Latvia have been a very good 

spiritual experience. As we arrived in Jegalva, we 

were very well welcomed by the Baptist church. The 

morning prayer meeting was a good occasion to meet 

young people from everywhere in Europe. We prayed 

in many languages: English, Latvian, German, 

French, Russian... And we learned to celebrate 

birthdays with the Latvian tradition! 

    My best memory was the friendship with the host 

family. We were four young people welcomed by this 

family: one guy from Switzerland, one guy from 

France and two girls from Poland. Taizé was not only 

a prayer meeting. It was also a good occasion to 

follow the Christ's commandment: "love one another 

as I loved you". In our host family, we had very 

interesting discussions until late in the night. It was 

fantastic to share our own lives experiences.  

 

 
 

For the last day, the family prepared for us a special 

tour to the sea. It was certainly one of the best ways 

to discover Latvia, a very beautiful country. 

 

Benoît (France) 



Taize was a Blessing to finish the year 2016 and 

start 2017 in a very happy way. I'd like the 

atmosphere in Riga, Jelgava, in our guest family and 

local church. We explored lots of interesting customs, 

had much fun together, and could speak about us and 

the world. It's always so nice to see young people 

who are strong believers and live their life in a way of 

love and peace. I think we felt that we are one big 

community, one body or one Family. Regards to all 

lovely people of Latvia. God bless you! 

 

Jonas (Switzerland) 

 

 

Thank you so much for everything you did for this 

meeting! Without amazing people like you the 

meeting couldn’t be as beautiful as now.  

I always look at Jelgava as my big baby. We have 

spent so much time there. We have visited Jelgava so 

many times that I even can’t remember. We met 

many people. This city was really special for us. We 

started to prepare for the meeting in Jelgava Baptist 

church from the end of November and during only 

one month we managed with everything. God did this 

miracle for us. He is always amazing.  

 

 
 

We are going to start a new journey. It`s a pity we 

can’t stay here forever. But I do believe that the 

friendship among people continues. We all were 

united in the difficulties for the preparation, the 

craziness during the meeting and the peace and joy 

that we experienced.  All these beautiful things will 

remain forever.  

Before we leave Latvia we bring you big thanks from 

Taize brothers and our team. We wish you all the 

best. God bless you! Thank you!  

 

Xiaoxia from China 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you everybody who shared his experience and 

photos! 

Prepared by Mairita and Rahims 

Translated and corrected by Andris and Ojārs 

 

Latvian version available in http://www.jbd.lv/wp-

content/uploads/TezeJelgava.pdf 

 and 

http://tuvuma.lv/miers-starp-saskeltajiem-

kristiestiem-un-tautam-ir-iespejams/ 
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